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, 1. Wh jecti
EWERIOWER at adjectives are used to

describe the water tower?
i 2. ldentify the punctuation used
e e and evaluate how it paces and

shapes meaning in the text.

Nobody i Preston cowld vemember when the

waleriower was buili, or whe had buir i, i 3 . W h at re p et i t i O n h a S b e e n u S e d

bui there iv stood on Shooters Hill — ils ivon

legs rusted, ity ewg-shoped tank warped and a n d Why is it effe Ctive?

etk casting o long, dark shadow across

e A 4. How does the written
orientation of the narrative
develop suspense?

5. How does the visual orientation
of the first page usurp (take a
position of importance)
traditional reading expectations
of text?

for Janet







One summer alternoon, Spike Trotter met
Bubba I’ Angelo by the service station and
logether they went up to the tower for a swim.

Spike led the way, as usual,
“My mother says it’s dangerous up there,”
he said, “but it's worth it, hey?”

Bubba puifed on behind. His mother couldn’t
have cared less whore he went



. What is implied by the author’s language
characterization of Spike?

. What is implied by the author’s language
characterization of Bubba?

. What is implied by the author’s language
characterization of Spike’s mother?

. What is implied by the author’s language
characterization of Bubba’s mother?

. What is implied by the adverbial phrase at the end of
this sentence: ‘Spike led the way, as usual’?

. What is the nature of the relationship between Spike
and Bubba?



At the swmmit, Spike siopped
Lo Took down on the sweltering
town, “Suckers.” he grinned,
and headed [or the Lower.

Last sumimer. a security [coce
had kept trespassers out,

but now the metal posts were
twisted and flaticned and barbed
wire liy coiled on the ground.

Predict a range of possibilities for what has happened to damage the
fence.



“You reckon vandals done
that?” Bubba asked, recovering
his breath.

But Spikc was already on the
top. “Hurry up,” he yelled,
throwing open the access hatch.
“It’s scorching up here.”

He pulled his shirl over his
head, dropped his shorts and
clambered down into the tank.

Identify and list the verbs and adjectives in this passages.






It was dark mside. “The dark’s got a sort
ol a4 colour,” Bubba said, squating on the
boltom rung ol the ladder. “ICs sort of
green. Like moss, Like slimy, dead moss.”

Spike didn’t answer. Except [or the
ghostly wailing he kept up for the fun of .
hearing the echo, he might not have been il

there at all. *

“Spike?” Buhba called. “Spikey?" Still no
answer, so Bubba whistled tor a while,
then splashed a bit — but only up to his
knces., He didn’t pacticularly like the water.
Hc wasn’t keen on slipping down, naked,
into its murky dark. And from timc to time
he glanced up at the shaft of sunlipht
angling in from the open hatch, imagining.

1. What reasons would you suggest exist for Spike not responding
to Bubba’s call?
2. What ‘imaginings’ could Bubba be indulging in?



At lasl, Bubha called, “Spikey, I’'m going
up now. 1'm going to get dressed.”

He guessed that Spike was somewherc
beneath him. in the water that eddied
and swirled.

S
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1. How much time do you think may have passed for the author to
use the phrase ‘At last...”



1. What tone is implied through the verb ‘eddied and swirled’?
2. If the tank s closed to the weather, what phenomena could be
causing the water to eddy and swirl?






1.. What rhetorical question

_ is asked and what is the
intended purpose of the
rhetorical question?

2. |f Bubba has not had a
response from Spike prior
to climbing back to the
top of the tower, why
does he think he will
respond now?

Rubba stepped oul on 0 e top ol the tank. The
wind was hot; the glare terrible. Blinking and
squinting he looked about for his towel. It had
blown Lo the far side of the tank and hung there,
caught on the head of a valve. “Maybe [ should
have stayed down.” he muttered 1o himself,
tippy-locing across Lthe burning metal. With the
towel wruapped around him. he looked for his
clothes. Spike’s were there. wedged beneath the
hatch: and he saw his shirtt, flapping at the top of
the ladder; but where were his shorts?

Hc turned around and around. Nothing. He
dropped on his hands and knees and crept 1o the
side ol the tank. yelping with each movenent
as the buming surface seared. He peered over
the side. Nothing.

He made his way back to the hatch, calling,
“Hey, arc my pants down there?”






“What 7 came the response.

He repeated the question, then waited. standing on
his crumpled shirt, keeping his towel tight around
him. Spike’s dripping head suddenly appearcd.
“Nope.” he spluttered. “Nothing’s down there but
walter,” and he pulled himsclf free of the dark.

Bubba looked about him again. “Then they’ve blown
away. That's what happened, I bet.”

Spike laughed. “Doesn’t matter,” he said, shakKing
himsell’ and reaching for his clothes. *You’ve got
yvour towel. Go home in that™

Bubba shook his head. “No way. Il my mother finds
out that [ lost my pants, ['m dead.”

They looked at cach other. They knew that this
was truc. Mama 12° Angelo could land a wallop like
nobody clse in town.

1. What contradiction is presented on this page in relation to
Bubba’s relationship with his mother?



“I°ll o back.” Spike volunteered. “Ull run the
whole way. I'll sneak in through your bedroom
window and gel another pair. ‘lop drawer of
your dresser. Right?”

Bubbu nodded. “T"1l wuait here. T'Il get back down,
out of the sun. Will you . . . Will you be long?”

Spike was already on the ladder. 1 didn’t win
the cross-country for nothing, did I? 'l run .
His last words were lost in the wind.

What does the verb phrase ‘lost in the wind’ infer?
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Bubba climbed into the tank. “1"N1 he all right,”
he muttered. “I'll be ull nght.” But when he
looked, the hottom rung was a long way from
the light. And the water scemed darker. So he
stopped halfway, and walted.

All about him the tower creaked and groaned.
Thats the heat, he rcasoncd. The heat expanding
the metal,

T'here was a smell. That's the algae. Alf rotten
and festering.

The walcr eddied and swirled. That'y the wind
shifting the fower Ity old and rickety.

But he was [rightened, very frightened and,
rung by rung — so as not to shake the ladder.
not to disturb anything  he crept upwards,
towards the sun.

1. How does the passage establish the climax of the narrative?
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S0 he did. e tightened the towel i T

> around his stomach, climbed down the L
// outside ladder and hopped across the burning N 'l be safer here, he thonght; though
A e
o eurth Lo the patchy shade of a grey-leafed bush. ",‘( from what, exactly. he conld not imaginc.

Crew uses the verb ‘imagine’ in the final sentence; the second time the word or its
derivation has been used in relation to Bubba. Considering the context of the narrative,
how is Crew manipulating the reader’s view of Bubba?



1. What is the effectiveness of repeating the pronoun ‘something’ in this passage?
2. How does Crew establish a new climax in this passage?






“Spike?”’ Bubba called. “Ts that you?”
No answer.

“Spike?”" he whispered, getling up.
SSpikey o

1. How has punctuation been used in this passage to develop the tone
of suspense?



1. If you could write the
text for this image,
what would it be?







When Spike returncd, calling and waving the shoris,
Buhba stuck his head straight out of the tank.

“Oh boy,” he said, dressing himself, “if 1 slayed
down there a minute longer, | reckon T would have
dissolved. The water was great. T had the best awim.
I taught mysclf 1o lic on the botlom, [ could do it

to the count of a hundred and twenty. No lie. Two
minutes. Boy that was good.”

Spike’s eves narrowed. This was not like Bubba.,
Not like Bubba at all. “Go on,” he said, shoving him.
“Show us your [ingers then; show us the water

LL ]

wrnkles. Come on . . .

1. How has language been used to change the tone of fear and
trepidation implied about Bubba to one of satisfaction and self
assuredness?

2. There seems to be narrative missing here. Write the narrative
between the previous page and Bubba being back in the tank?



Buhba turned away.

“Nah. No time now,”

he answered. "My

thother will be warned.
You know what a

worrier she is. She'll he
scared something happened
to me, won't she?” He sl

the hatch with a thud.

Deep in the tank, the water eddied and swirled.

1. What has happened to Bubba?
2. Why is the final line of the text significant?




